FULLER LODGE ART CENTER
NEWSLETTER MAY 2010

Many confusing rumors have been
circulating regarding the events of the
last month at our local Art Center.
We want to reassure you that Fuller
Lodge Art Center is still in operation
at the same location, 2132 Cental Av-
enue, in the old hotel wing of the his-
toric Fuller Lodge. We are open as al-
ways Monday through Saturday from
l10am to 4pm with free admission.

The gallery and gallery shops are
filled with beautiful fine arts and crafts.
Art Camp for children will be held
as usual in June and July in our up-
stairs classrooms and ceramic studio.

Our current exhibit, Free Range,
features the work of many of the artists
who have been favorites over the years,
as well as several artists from Santa Fe
and Jemez Springs who are new to Fuller
Lodge. We are scheduled for other new
exhibits as follows: Reflections, opening
May 21, and TAG, which will open June
25. Our annual exhibit schedule will be
available soon so that artists can prepare
for upcoming shows. We will continue
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to represent local, regional, and na-
tional artists as we have always done.

Our annual Summer Arts & Crafts
Fair, held during the County Fair and
Rodeo on Saturday, August 14, will be on
Fuller Lodge lawn as it always has been.

Why all the confusion? Well, on
March 16, the County of Los Alamos
announced that in a competitive bid-
ding process Village Arts was select-
ed to run the art gallery that resides
within Fuller Lodge. Village Arts was
purchased last summer by Ken Ne-
bel and Jim O’Donnell (owner with
Kate O’Donnell of the Reel Deal
Movie Theater). This meant that the
nonprofit corporation that had been
managing the art center within Fuller
Lodge would turn over management

to Nebel and O’Donnell as of July 1.

However, the county decided to
terminate the existing contract early,
asking the former management to va-
cate. In the following pages, we have
reprinted a press release from Los

Alamos County and a news article
from the Los Alamos Monitor which
provide further

some information.

Recently the group which had pre-
viously managed the art center (going
by ACFL Nonprofit Corporation) sent
out letters announcing their intention
to find a new location in Espanola. This
is a completely separate business, com-
prised of the ACFL Board of Directors
and Executive Director John Werenko.

Memberships Those of you who
purchased memberships with ACFL
are still members of that group, but it
is no longer associated with 2132 Cen-
tral Avenue, and the Art Center sup-
ported by Los Alamos County. The cur-
rent Fuller Lodge Art Center does not
require membership for benefits such
as a newsletter. Our exhibit entry fees
are lower, and we promise to continue
offering amazing exhibits and unique
arts and gifts from all over northern
New Mexico in our Gallery Gift Shop.

Arts & Crafts Fair The 33rd Annual
Summer Arts & Crafts Fair is taking ap-
plications for vendors. Artists who had
applied and been accepted to this fair
with the former management, please
note thatyourentry fee does not transfer
to the current management. The ACFL
Nonprofit Corp. plans to hold their fair
in Espanola. If you wish to participate
in Los Alamos, you must apply again.
Feel free to call us if you have ques-
tions about this. You can also contact us
through the email link on our website, or
send fair questions to flac.fair @gmail.
com. Greg Kendall and Nancy Coombs
have volunteered to coordinate this fair,
and would be happy to speak to you, or
ask for Chris Ward, interim Director.

New phone number and new
website!! Our new website is www.
Sfullerlodgeartcenter.com, and our
new phone number is 505-662-

1635. Please stop by and visit with us.



LA COUNTY WEBSITE:
4/2/2010 UPDATE
ON THE ART CENTER

Community  Services  Director
Stephani Johnson outlined plans today
regarding the County’s interim manage-
ment of The Art Center at Fuller Lodge.
The agreement with the County’s con-
tractor, a Board of Directors also known
as The Art Center at Fuller Lodge, was
terminated last week with an effective
date of April 3, 2010, but the Center
was closed by the ACFL immediately
following the County’s announce-
ment on March 25th. The County
had already selected a new contrac-
tor, Village Arts, during a competitive
bid process that took place in March.

Johnson said she has made arrange-
ments for a temporary, paid position to
hire Chris Ward to assist with operations
during this interim period. Ms. Ward
was a previous director of the Art Center
from 2000 to 2004 and is alocal resident.

“Chris is well known to the artist
community and has direct experience
running the Art Center,” Johnson said,
adding that her contributions will as-
sist the County in its goal to make the
transition to the new contract in July
as seamless as possible. County staff
and some of the same cadre of volun-
teers that have so graciously offered
their time and energy in the past have
already offered to help at the Center
for the months of April, May and June.

“The County is making every effort
to reduce impacts to current arts-related
programs and activities that were already
planned during this time frame,” she said.

The Center will continue to be closed
next week so that the County staff and
volunteers can perform a comprehensive

inventory of physical resources. The Cen-
ter will re-open to the public on Mon-
day, April 12th. This includes the related
art gallery that is part of the Center and
popular with residents and tourists. The
County, with the assistance of Ms.Ward
and volunteers, has contacted consign-

ment artists to offer their work for sale.

Although the Center is not formally
open for business the week of April 5th,
previous arrangements were made with
two artists to teach classes on Wednes-

day, April 7th and they will be honored.

Art classes will continue to be offered
over the next three months, Johnson
said this morning. Artists who were con-
tracted by the former contractor to teach
classes as part of the summer art program
are being contacted next week. If they
are interested in contracting with the
County to teach classes, the County will
offer them the same contract they had in
place with the ACFL. If the artists are
no longer available or interested, John-
son said the County will seek other artists
to teach the classes, with a goal to offer

the same classes previously being offered
under the former ACFL class schedules.

Johnson commented on concerns
from members of the community about
the status of the Access Arts Studio,
which is a valuable resource and learn-
ing tool for developmentally disadvan-
taged children. She said the County
has every intention of maintaining the
Studio for the next few months and the
new contractor will also offer the Studio.

“I understand the importance of
such programs,” Johnson said, add-
ing that she was personally involved
with Very Special Arts programs in the
past. “I am exploring some real op-
portunities to fund that program for
the duration of the semester,” she said.

Johnson said that she has received
many phone calls and e-mails of sup-
port from artists in the local and re-
gional community, and was grateful for
their offers to assist during the transition.

“I think their support indicates that
we have a group of volunteers who under-
stand how important the services of the
Art Center have been and continue to be
to our community and tourism in Los Al-
amos, “she said, “and I am confident that
within a week, we will have the Art Cen-
ter re-opened with great service, an at-
tractive art gallery display, and art for sale

that will meet everyone’s expectations.”

Upcoming events planned at the
Art Center include a reception on April
12th for visitors who are working with
the Los Alamos Commerce and De-
velopment Center on the community’s
recent designation as an Arts and Cul-
tural District, plus, a celebration of the
gallery’s re-opening with a special re-
ception planned on Friday, April 16th.
Artists from Marigold Arts in Santa
Fe and the Espanola Valley Fiber Arts
Center are assisting with the gallery
opening, exhibit and reception. John-
son said their exhibit will be similar to
what has been termed “affordable arts”.

“Everything will be for sale at rea-
sonable prices, which will be similar
to the very popular Affordable Arts
Sale that wusually occurs around the
December holiday season,” Johnson
said, adding that customers will find a
wide variety of offerings and be able to
take their items as they are purchased.

Local artists Ken Nebel and Jim
O’Donnell, owners of Village Arts on DP
Road, will be the new contractor ready
to manage the Center beginning July 1.
Johnson said that they will be part of the
volunteer efforts moving ahead on April
12, and communicated to her this week
that they are “very enthusiastic” about
the future of the Art Center. Johnson
said their new management plans will be
detailed in future months, but indicated
they will continue County programs,
classes and projects planned in April.
She added that they have already indi-
cated they have plans to improve and
expand services that they will communi-
cate to the community as the July 1 date
draws nearer. She said the County also
supports and encourages them to seek
private donations, memberships, grants
and any other funding opportunities in
order to supplement county funding.

“We have a great group of volun-
teers helping with this effort, but we
could use more,” Johnson said. In-
dividuals who would like to volun-

teer should contact her at 663-1755.
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CENTER WIPES THE SLATE CLEAN FOR A FRESH START
BY KIRSTEN LASKEY COMMUNITY EDITOR

Start fresh seems to be the motto of
the organization formerly known as the
Art Center at Fuller Lodge — it will now
be known as the Fuller Lodge Art Center.

Walking into the building, the evi-
dence of wiping the slate clean is ev-
erywhere. The honey-colored wood
floors sparkle after being refinished
by county employees, there’s a faint
smell of fresh paint that was applied
to the walls and the entire building is
bare and ready for a new beginning.

Most of all, the volunteers and
new contractor are filled with excite-
ment at the blank canvas in front
of them and all the ways to fill it

The public will be able to see what
was created when the art center opens
the doors to its first exhibit. Chris Ward,
who was hired by the county to assist with
operations for an interim period, said the
show will be similar to past Affordable
Art Sales, which were held in December.

There will be fiber arts, sculpture,
painting, jewelry and more for sale.
Ward said between 40-50 artists are
expected to take part in the exhibit.

The participants include New Mex-
ico artists such as Barbara Marigold,
who creates woven pieces, and interna-
tional artists including Kenneth Parker,
a renowned landscape photographer.

An opening reception for the exhibit
will be held from 5-7 p.m. Friday at the
center. This is the first of many exhibits
to come. Next up, will be “Reflections,”
which will be a juried show. Ward said
the pieces could focus on anything from
mirrors, and the sky to waters. The point,
she said, is to think outside the box.

Besides the exhibits, it is business as
usual. Ward said, “We intend to continue
our regular art center mission. We want to
provide the same services to the commu-
nity that provided before. Those would

include individual and group exhibits.”

Additionally, art classes for adults and

| Kirsten Laskey snaps a picture of Ken Nebel and Chris Ward for the Monitor. |

children will continue to be offered as well
as the summer art camp for young artists.

The center is also opening its doors
to different groups in the community.

While services remain unchanged,
Ward said public input about what needs
the art center should meet is welcomed.

“We wanttobeawarm, welcomingplace
that’sfull ofinspirationandlife,” Ward said.

Ward, who has held this position in
the past, said she’s happy to be back at
the center. “It’s just exhilarating,” she
said. “I love reconnecting with artists
... I've been so encouraged with the re-
sponse. People are so enthusiastic and
excited about this.” She said she also en-
joys working with Ken Nebel, co-owner
of Village Arts, which earned the county’s
contract to run the center on March 25.

Nebel said it is challenging starting from
scratchbuteveryonehasbeenlendingahand.

TheLosAlamosCountyLibraryandindi-
viduals have loaned different display items.

Plus, he said when first walking into the
center, a lot more items were there to work
with than what was originally expected.

A great foundation was already in
place, too. “For the most part,” Ne-

bel said, “the Art Center had fantas-
tic programs and did a great job.”

In the future, he contin-
ued, “(We) definitely want to get
youth involved (and) really try to
bring in a multi-generation group.

So much is in place to work with al-
readybut (thereis) so much toexpand on.”

For instance, Nebel said he hopes
to add to classes and have instruction
on different crafts such as knitting.

Also he hopes to collaborate with
other community entities such as the
Los Alamos Historical Museum, the
library and community art strolls.

So what does Nebel see when he looks
at the empty, blank space in front of him?

Well, for the first show Ne-
bel said it will take up the entire
space. Yet, for other shows, he hopes
to have a different look each time.

“I want it to be a whole new and
different space,” he said. In look-
ing at the future of the center, Ne-
bel is energized to dive right in.

“Were going to have a  good
time in here and change it up a
bit,” he said. “We're just so excited.”



Fuller Lodge Art Center
2132 Central Avenue
Los Alamos, NM 87544
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FULLER LODGE ART CENTER UPDATE
OPEN AND DOING BUSINESS IN LOS ALAMOS!

Summer Art Camp
New fliers will be distributed to schools and available on our website soon!

Summer Arts & Crafts Fair
Saturday, August 14, 2010
9am - 4pm




